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We got a lot of support for our second annual Love of Literacy
Luncheon on Feb. 8 in Boynton Beach.
Literacy is a word we use often in describing our programs and
events.
Take a few moments to understand what it means and how
beneficial it is for our children and families.
What is literacy?
The word literacy that seems to have been used since the end
of the 19th century, refers to the ability of a person to read
a text or produce it on a physical or virtual medium. Literacy
is a process that begins when you learn to draw or recognize
certain letters on a keyboard, and join those forming
sentences and words that we can read and give them a meaning.
For those who do not have the possibility to see, literacy is
done by the Braille system. As a process is continuous and
perfectible, because many can read and write, but do not know
the meaning of many words, cannot understand the author’s
message, cannot adequately convey what they wanted to express
and so on. Those who do not know how to read and write are
illiterate and who, despite being able to do so, do so in a
rudimentary way, without being able to understand the meaning
of the expressions, are called functional illiterates, which
is natural in preadolescent children but should be gradually
overcome as the skill is advanced.
The literacy rate is very important to determine the degree of
development of a country or region. In most countries of the
world, the primary education of children is at least
mandatory, which is why the number of illiterates tends to
decrease. The creation of adult education plans also

contributes to eradicating the problem of illiteracy, which
still registers very high rates especially in African
countries.
Without a doubt, literacy is a very important stage in our
lives, since it is in this process that we discover reading
and interpreting things.
Professionals in
this
area,
through a welldeveloped
learning process
and
with
adequate goals
and objectives,
are considered
important people
in this stage,
as it has the responsibility to qualify the students, helping
them on a wide range of subjects.
The way to learn or to read and write will depend on the
student, since each one has its limitations and aptitudes for
the methodologies, so it is up to the teacher to understand
the need of each student and work on it.
The role of the teacher in the student literacy process is to
work in the best possible way to teach, write and encourage
reading, not to mention that he must find ways to make the
student interested in learning. Student will know how to
relate better to people and build knowledge for themselves.
The understanding of each teacher regarding the construction
of knowledge and learning is fundamental for the students,
because it is through literacy that he will make discoveries
of the most varied subjects.
Reading is an option in building students’ interest in

studies, so it is up to the teacher to provide that contact.
This importance is due to the awakening of the will to read
and learn, we become adults who have reading and learning as a
habit, not to mention that we also know many ways to correctly
pronounce words and understand texts that sometimes seem
impossible to understand.
10 benefits of literacy
Literacy has benefits beyond improving reading and writing
skills. There are several additional benefits that are not
highlighted immediately.
Literacy is much more than just decoding letters – that is,
learning to read and writing – because when you are literate
you are open to understanding various social, cultural, and
linguistic aspects. See 10 advantages literacy brings to your
life:
1. Being literate transforms the individual in various
ways, because it will make him understand better about
the social and cultural aspect.
2. A literate person guarantees the best exercise of
citizenship, since they will understand and know about
their rights and duties.
3. With literacy, you will be able to better understand
what has been read and know what is the best use of the
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word and the meaning of it.
It is a unique enrichment, not to mention that it is a
form of human and social development.
You will not only know how to read and write, but
understand what was read and know how to make the best
use of the word.
Good learning is essential if students are to be able to
develop their citizenship role in the future.
You will feel closer to society, feel part of it as well
and relate better to people.
Literacy prepares you for life, both personal and

professional.
9. It is the basis for a concrete and constructive
education.
10. It is a right and a form of enrichment, since literacy
is the basic essence of education.
Literacy is a fundamental process to guarantee the right of
all people to quality education and lifelong learning. It
promotes autonomy, self-esteem, social and gender equity,
knowledge, capacity building, human, social, cultural and
economic development.

